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The Servian Tragedy. 

It is not so very far back in history that the cry, 
" Off with their heads ! " was a common one, when 
sovereigns were unsavory and displeasing to any con- 
siderable faction of their subjects. But people gen- 
erally supposed that the day of such lawless and 
savage proceedings had passed in countries making 
any pretense to civilization. It would be hard, how- 
ever, to find anywhere in history anything to surpass 
in naked, cold-blooded brutality the midnight assassi- 
nation, on the 11th of June, of the king and queen 
of Servia, with cabinet officers and others. The 
details of the horrible tragedy, by which a whole 
dynasty was wiped out of existence, have been given 
by the daily press, and we do not care to stain our 
pages by the recital of them. The event gives rise 
to several reflections which it may not be out of place 
to write down. 

First of all, one cannot help feeling that this 
assassination, deliberately planned and executed by 
the Servian army, or a section of it, is the natural 
fruitage of the spirit which the overgrown militarism 
of the time is producing. This spirit nearly wrecked 
the temple of justice in France, and gave the nation 
a frightful struggle with the encroaching power of 



the army, in the Dreyfus affair. It has exalted the 
soldier over the civilian in Germany and Austria. 
It is at the bottom of the alarming growth of lynch- 
ing in the United States. It is pushing relentlessly 
for conscription in England. It was behind the kill- 
ing of the two South African republics and the 
crushing of the Filipino hopes of a free and inde- 
pendent government of their own. It had much to 
do with the Armenian slaughter and with the recent 
savage massacre of Jews at Kishineff, where a body 
of five hundred soldiers on the second fatal morning 
marched at the head of the " Christian " mob into 
the Jewish quarter and gave the word and the cour- 
age to begin the fiendish work. 

This spirit, which is at the same time effect and 
cause, exalts force as the ready and swift instrument 
for the accomplishment of any designs, good as well 
as bad. It makes might the sovereign remedy for 
injustice ; for What, it asks, is so effectual as to take 
off the heads of the wicked and get them out of the 
way ? It ignores or defies law. It has little respect 
for life, reputation or property. It begets insolence 
and truculence. It sets its own ends, and then 
clubs, or stabs, or burns, or shoots, or water-cures its 
way to them, if they cannot be reached by less dras- 
tic measures. Its forms of manifestation are differ- 
ent under differing circumstances, but wherever it 
prevails, as it does for the time being in so many 
parts of the earth, it threatens all the foundations of 
social order and imperils all the acquisitions of civili- 
zation. 

Astonishment has been expressed on several hands 
that such an event as the Servian assassination could 
happen in our time. It has been pronounced totally 
out of harmony with our civilization. So it is. But 
it is in thorough harmony with the gigantic barbarism 
which is maintained in the midst of our civilization, 
and which so many otherwise good and noble men 
blindly uphold and even seek to extend. It is in 
perfect accord with the spirit which fosters great 
armies and big navies and believes in hammering out 
progress with the butt end of muskets and with 
lyddite shells. If this theory of civilizing by force 
be true, then the Servian revolutionists were per- 
fectly justified in their summary proceedings to get 
rid of a high-handed king. 

It makes one shudder for the moral stability of the 
world to think how little revulsion of the public con- 
science there has been at this awful crime. The 
theory that the end justifies the means seems to have 



